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Module 5 



Certification



CERTITICATION SYSTEMS

FSC® is the acronym of Forest 

Stewardship Council, an international non-

profit organization dedicated to promoting 

environmentally sound, socially beneficial 

and economically viable forest 

management worldwide.

PEFC stands for Program for the 

Endorsement of Forest Certification, is a 

non-profit non-governmental organization 

dedicated to promoting Sustainable Forest 

Management.



The Certification Steps

As owner …

What can I do? Certify your areas !!!

Forest Management certification presupposes compliance with defined Principles and 

Criteria (P&C), and requires:
- Know and comply with applicable property laws

- Compile and update ownership documentation

- Plan forest operations

- Inventory existing forest resources

- Identify priority habitats and protected species

- Evaluate and monitor the environmental and social impacts of the management performed.



The Certification Steps

How can I do it?

The certification process is carried out by independent Certifying Entities, which evaluate 

forest management organizations.



The Certification Steps

Steps for Certification

1. Contact an accredited Certification Body

2. Perform an audit

The grant audit serves to assess the degree of compliance of the organization or company based on the 

applicable regulatory framework.

3. Get certified

After achieving full compliance with certification requirements, the organization or company will receive a 

certificate

Certificates are valid for 5 years.

The Certification Body will conduct annual audits to verify continued compliance with 

the Certification requirements.



Motivations and Advantages

contributes to professional forest management

ensures market access

safeguards the socio-economic well-being of populations in the rural world

values forest products

protects biodiversity

Choose Certify!



Motivations and Advantages

We must continue to focus on the 

productivity of our forest, but it is important 

to ensure the sustainable origin of the forest 

products we produce and consume!



General principles

There are three different types of Forest Management Certification:

Individual (option for FSC® and PEFCTM) - Occurs when a forest owner seeks individual certification of the 

forest area he owns or manages.

Group (option for FSC® and PEFCTM) - It brings together, in the same certificate, several forest owners or forest 

managers. All forest management units that adhere to the group must comply with the established norms and 

rules.

Regional (option for PEFCTM only) - Regional forest certification is a process where forest owners / managers 

can adhere, by geographical region, by subscribing to a common code of good forest practice and predefined 

and aligned forestry models with the national forest policy instruments in force for that region. The forest 

certification system is managed by a single administrative entity, which brings together the local forest 

management promotion and support structures.



General principles - FSC



General principles - PEFC

1. Maintaining and improving biodiversity - Forests are maintained as wildlife habitats
2. Protection of areas of high ecological value - in particular, the water, soil and climate protection 

functions assigned to the forest
3. Preventing deforestation – Harvesting wood is not more than regenerated wood and trees are 

replanted or naturally restored by natural regeneration after harvesting.
4. Prohibition of forest conversions and exclusion of these areas from certification.
5. Prohibition of the use of genetically modified organisms
6. Ban on the use of hazardous chemicals
7. Arrangements for consultation with local people and stakeholders
8. Compliance with all International Labor Organization core conventions for forest and supply chain 

workers
9. Respect for property rights, land use and traditional uses
10. Respect for the multifunctionality of forests and the goods they offer to the society
11. Promotion of local employment



Function typologies

What Functions 
Does a Forest 

Have?



Function typologies

https://www.slideshare.net/ildageo/floresta-62717425

Ambiental Functions

Bodiversity shelter

Oxygen production

Promotion of water
infiltration

Soil fixation

Carbon stock storage

Climate regularization



Function typologies
Socioeconomic functions

Job creation

Supply of raw
materials

Energy Production

High landscape and 
recreational value

Trade promotion

Food supply



Value



Value

https://whsrn.org/site-
support/ecosystem-services/

https://whsrn.org/site-support/ecosystem-services/


Multiple Use of the Forest

“see the forest beyond the trees” 

English proverb commonly used in 
macroeconomics



Multiple Use of the Forest

https://florestadointerior.blogspot.com/2014/10/


